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Dear Pilgrims! 

 

We have come to Rome as pilgrims.  We come to experience the Church.  We come with longing 

for the gifts of the Holy Spirit on this feast of Pentecost.  The Eternal City is overflowing with young, 

joyful people from many nations.  They belong to the new surges of life in the Church which have 

one thing in common: they know they are called to live the Gospel in a new way.  We are privleged 

to be counted among them.  „You are the answer of Providence to the challenges of our time“ is 

how Pope John Paul characterized it in 1998.  We experience ourselves as a springtime of the 

Church at the beginning of the new millennium.  The Chuch is alive, she is young, as we could often 

experience in the last years. 

 

Pope Benedict has invited us with the words, „The beauty of being a Christian and the joy of sharing 

it with others.“  It is beautiful to be a Christian, to know the Lord, to sense the inspirations of the 

Spirit, to hear the call of God and to follow him.  There is beauty in everything which corresponds to 

the will of God; there is beauty in people, in communities, in actions.  The radiance of eternity can 

be seen in all earthly things.  In our spirituality we want to make all human and earthly realities 

transparent to God and the Divine.  In this way true beauty and joy come about.  We know the joy of 

telling others what we have experienced, of sharing the feeling with others, of giving witness to it.  It 

makes is joyful and thankful. 

 

True joy is a fruit of love.  To be loved and to be able to love makes us joyful people.  All creation is 

founded on the dialog of love between the Creator and all his creatures.  For us Schoenstatters this 

love has found a concrete form in the covenant of love with Mary.  Others should recognize and 

measure us by the radiant glow of this covenant of love.  It is the secret of our joy.  Fr. Kentenich, 

our father and founder, shows us the way.  Precisely in the times when his life was difficult he never 

abandoned the path of joy in the faith, and is the first witness of the beauty of our way.  Over the 

years fruits of our spirituality matured, men and women, communities.  And the many holy places 

all over the world, the shrines in the dioceses, homes, and hearts.  Every shrine is a witness of our 

faith in the reality of God’s love and the human capacity for love.  This Pentecost celebration should 

give us the courage to dare new steps into the future. 

 

For us all beauty and joy is bundled in the person who opens our hearts and to whom we have 

given our hearts: Mary.  She is the most beautiful of all, because the fullness of God took shape in 

her.  She belonged totally to God and became the vessel of joy.  In her God’s beauty radiated like in 



no other creature.  Her love united the apostles in the Upper Room at Pentecost and opened them 

for the gifts of the Spirit. 

 

Community arises from the sharing of our joy in God.  Whoever believes, never lives alone, as 

Pope Benedict tells us.  Whoever gives witness finds companions along the way.  This is how our 

communities came about.  This is how the communion of the new movements is taking place.  At 

the beginning there was astonishment at what the Holy Spirit is doing in the others.  It was already 

this way with the apostles as they received different gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Since the Pentecost 

Vigil of 1998 in Rome we have also experienced this among the new movements.  We look to one 

another, we thank God that there are others.  We recognize more and more that we were thought 

for one another.  We have a task in the Church which we can only fulfill together.  Alone we are 

nothing, only together are we everything.  We have learned that that is the love which the Church of 

today needs.  It is only the Church’s service that counts, for what is at stake is the future of the 

Church.  This faith already moved St. Vincent Pallotti 170 years ago to carry out Epiphany 

celebrations here in this church with other communities and confessions.  He dreamed of the 

effective cooperation of all apostolic forces. 

 

With joy many of us have followed how some of these communities have sought ways to work 

together and how their leaders, in the presence of 10,000 witnesses at the European Congress 

2004 in the Stuttgart Schleyerhalle, made a covenant of respect and love.  Our longing this evening 

goes in this direction: that through the intercession of the Mother of God this spirit of respect and 

love will be poured out on the great Family of God on this Pentecost Day, so that many will be 

touched by the spirit of respect and love for the well-being and the beauty of the Church of God in 

our time. 

  

 


